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Abstract (Basic) : EP 853260 A 

The toner container comprises a cylindrical container body (31) in 
which toner is stored, and provided with a spiral rib to convey toner 
toward the toner discharging end when the container body is rotated, 
further having a cylindrical portion with a discharging port on the 
toner discharging end, and a sleeve member mounted around the 
cylindrical portion so that it closes the discharging port. The sleeve 
member is movable in the axial direction of the cylindrical portion so 
that when the toner container is attached to the toner receiving 
section of the image forming apparatus, the sleeve member is moved so 
as to open the toner discharging port. 

The bellows -type sleeve member is retractable so that it returns to 
close the discharging port when the toner container is detached from 
the toner receiving section of the image forming apparatus. The 
apparatus further comprises a scooping member to scoop toner above the 
rotation axis of the cylindrical container when it is rotated, and a 
guide member to guide the scooped-up toner to the discharging port. The 
scooped-up toner is dropped into the cylindrical portion, and conveyed 
from the receiving port to the discharging port by the spiral rib when 
the cylindrical portion is rotated together with the cylindrical 
container body. 

ADVANTAGE - Discharges toner on rotation, and toner replenishing 
device fitted to container replenishes toner to toner storing portion 
by rotating container. 
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